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33. The article noted that Toyota was aware of many of the instances of
unintended acceleration, and that Toyota withheld certain cofsumer. complaints
about unintended acceleration when respdnding to the NHTSA’s requests for
customer complaints.

34, On November 25, 2009, Toyota issued a press release announcing a
remedy it developed for the Floor Mat Interference recall. The shape of the
accelerator pedal would be reconfigured for all effected vehicles. Also, the shape
of the floor surface underneath the floor mat would be reconfigured for certain
vehicles. Further, a break override system to cut engine power in case of
simultaneous application of both the accelerator and brake pedals would be
installed on certain vehicles. However, these repairs would not be available until at
Jeast another month for three Toyota models, and on a “rolling schedule during
2010” for the remaining five models. Thus, vehicle owners had to continue to drive
dangerously defective cars.

35. On December 5, 2009, the Los Angeles Times again reported that the
unintended acceleration might be related to a problem beyond floor mat
interference.

36. On December 10, 2009, Toyota issued-a statement- on -its website
rebutting the Los Angeles Times report and denying that an electronic problem
existed.

37. On December 23, 2009, the Los Angeles Times reported that Toyota
had a history of delaying recalls and keeping a “tight lid on disclosure of potential
problems.” The article outlined several instances of Toyota’s failure to notify
consumers of known dangerous conditions.

38. On January 21, 2010, Toyota issued a press release stating that it
would recall an additional 2.3 million vehicles. This recall, the Worn Accelerator
recall, was “separate from the on-going recall of approximately 4.2 million Toyota

and Lexus vehicles to reduce the risk of pedal entrapment by . . . floor mats.” The
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